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Word of Truth
“Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” Colossians 3:17

Epiphany 1
January 8, 2023
Musicians: Carol Ahrens, Jeanie Hoffman, Anna Maas, Louise Mayhew
Videographers; Dale Bernthal; David Maas
Ushers Team D: Dale Bernthal, Jake Ohlmann, Brad Michalek

VIDEO FEED: For overflow or other reasons the church service
may be viewed in the basement.
Quiet Bags: Parents—borrow a bag that hangs in the entryway
to help your child’s quiet endeavors during the sermon. Please
return the bags to their hooks after the service. Thank you!

WELCOME visitors and members!
It is our prayer that God’s Word will bring peace,
joy, and renewal of faith in each of our hearts.
Feel free to speak with the Pastor after the service
or telephone. Visitors: Please sign the guest book
in the entryway.

Pre-Service Meditation: Psalm 145:1-7
I will extol You, my God, O King; and I will bless Your name forever and
ever. Every day I will bless You, and I will praise Your name forever and
ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is
unsearchable. One generation shall praise Your works to another, and
shall declare Your mighty acts. I will meditate on the glorious splendor of
Your majesty, and on Your wondrous works. Men shall speak of the might
of Your awesome acts, and I will declare Your greatness. They shall utter
the memory of Your great goodness, and shall sing of Your righteousness.
Pre-Service Prayer: O LORD God, may the light of Your Son shine upon
me as I worship this morning. May it enable my eyes to see, my ears to
hear, my mind to learn, and my heart to love You and my fellowmen, even
as You have loved me. Amen.

Order of Service
[Worship Supplement 2000, pp. 12ff]

Preparation for Worship
Welcome in the name of JESUS who ENLIGHTENS our MINDS and
HEARTS!
Opening Prayer

Entrance Hymn: “Arise and Shine in Splendor”

The Lutheran Hymnal 126

Invocation (Pastor): In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

All:

Confession and Absolution

Text: from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352.

Pastor: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and
deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to Him and plead for His mercy.

All: Merciful Father in heaven, I am
altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against You and do
not deserve to be called Your child. But
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have
mercy on me according to Your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.
Pastor:
God, our heavenly Father, has
forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He
has removed your guilt forever. You are His
own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to His will.

All:
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The Service of the Word

Text: Edwin LeGrice © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.
Tune: Walter Greatorex © 1991 Oxford University Press.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352
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Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray . . .
. . . through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All:

First Lesson: Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 ESV
Solomon urges us to remember and
recognize the LORD during our youth, so that
we might believe in and serve Him
throughout our lives. Let us not wait until we
are old and on our deathbeds!
Second Lesson: Luke 2:41-52 ESV
The twelve-year-old Jesus accompanied His
parents to the temple for the Festival of the
Passover. He remained behind listening to
and questioning the religious teachers. He
thereby undertook His Father’s work, after
which He returned to Nazareth and fulfilled
God’s law for us by obeying His parents.

Pastor: Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. (Lk.11:28)

All (sing):
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

(John 20:31) Tune & Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352

Apostolic Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Children's Sermon

Children (pre-school-5th grade) are invited to come forward and gather
around the pastor in the front of the church.

Hymn of the Day: O Savior, Precious Savior”

The Lutheran Hymnal 352

Sermon: Text—Romans 12:1-5 NKJV
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. For I say,
through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly,
as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have many
members in one body, but all the members do not have the same
function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members of one another.

OUR LIVES ARE TO BE CONTINUOUS WORSHIP!
I. Our bodies are to be “living sacrifices.”
II. Our lives are to be “transformed by the renewing of our minds!”
III. Our thoughts are to reflect “the grace of God given to us!”
IV. Our actions are to bring blessing to the “body of Christ!”

Offerings of Thanksgiving

Sing to the Lord who blesses; sing songs of love and praise.
With joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise.
By Him the rolling seasons in fruitful or-der move;
Sing to the Lord who blesses a joyous song of love.
Bring to this sa-cred altar the gifts His goodness gave,
The golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save.
Your hearts lay down before Him when at His feet you fall,
And with your lives a-dore Him Who gave His life for all.
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Prayer of the Church and Lord's Prayer
Benediction (Num.6:24-26)
All:

Hymn: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”

The Lutheran Hymnal 136

Scripture labeled ESV is from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Scripture labeled NKJV is taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted service elements are in public domain.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352.

HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated in next Sunday's worship service.

CLC

CLC News: Pastor Andrew Schaller of Calvary Lutheran
Church, Marquette, MI, has received the call to Luther
Memorial, Fond du Lac, WI.
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Christ's Explorers Camp Counselor Opportunity The Christ's
Explorers Camp (sponsored by Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of
West Columbia, SC) announces that the application period for junior
counselors is now open! We are looking for 12 students (entering
grade 10 or higher for the 2023-24 school year)
to help us at Christ's Explorers Camp this summer. The dates for camp are July 20-24, 2023,
and it will be held in Sevierville, TN. The camp
is held for students entering grades 3-9. The
counselor position is a wonderful opportunity
for students to gain experience with Christian leadership and mentoring skills, guided by the Christian adult leaders and pastors. Applications are due by Sunday, March 5. Speak with your
pastor to receive a copy of the application.
Church Cleaning: The Grace Ladies Aid is in
charge of organizing the cleaning of the church.
They ask each member family either to volunteer
to clean the church two times (two weeks) each
year, or to give the Ladies Aid a $30.00 donation
each year to help cover the cost of hiring a janitor
to clean. You may check with Jeanette Sharp if
you would like to set up the two week you would
like to clean, or give a check for $30.00 made out to the Grace Ladies Aid to Sara Nolting. Let us keep the Lord’s house looking nice!
Thank you for your help in this matter.
Grace Annual Meeting: The voters of Grace
will meet for the congregation’s annual meeting next Sunday, January 15, at 1:00 p.m.
The agenda will include:
• Opening Devotion
• Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports
• Committee and Board Annual Reports
• Update on Fellowship Hall Matters
• A Proposal to Raise School Tuition
• Review of the Pastor’s Salary
• Setting the 2023 Church and School Budgets
• Elections
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Weekly Calendar: January 8-15, 2023
Today

8:00 a.m.

Peace/St. Paul’s WORSHIP in Mission

8:05 a.m.

940 AM “Words of Grace” Radio Devotion

9:30 a.m.

Sunday School/Bible Study @ Grace

10:30 a.m. Grace WORSHIP in Valentine
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday:

6:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s Bible Study in White River

3:10 p.m.

Grace Confirmation Class 1

4:00 p.m.

Grace Confirmation Class 2

6:30 p.m.

Grace Board of Elders Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Grace Church Council Meeting

6:30 a.m.

Family Breakfast/Bible Study @ Grace

10:30 a.m. White River Nursing Home Devotion
Sunday:

8:00 a.m.

Peace/St. Paul’s WORSHIP in Mission

8:05 a.m.

940 AM “Words of Grace” Radio Devotion

9:30 a.m.

Sunday School/Bible Study @ Grace

10:30 a.m. Grace WORSHIP in Valentine
1:00 p.m.

Grace Annual Voters’ Meeting

6:00 p.m.

St. Paul’s Bible Study in White River

Fruits of Faith—December 31, 2022—January 6, 2023
Peace—Worship Attendance: 8

Offering: $805.00

St. Paul’s—White River HCC Bible Class:
Grace—New Year’s Eve: 38
New Year’s Day: 28

Online Views: 12 Communicants: 19

Online Views: 11

Friday Breakfast: 6

General Fund: $1,132.00

Debt Retirement: $375.00

Kinship: $25.00

Building Fund: $2,000.00

Wise men
still seek
Him!
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